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T

he growth of the UAE’s second mobile telecom,
Du, has been nothing short of astonishing. As
CEO, Osman Sultan’s role in the company’s story
has been vital. While he spent his life from 1976 to
1997 in France and he calls that whole experience
enriching, he still believes that he belongs to the Arab
world. A fond pen collector and reader, he is one of the
most intellectual leaders of all times. His inspiration
comes from H.R.H Sheikh Mohammad Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE, and
Ruler of Dubai for he followed his own vision, changed
the course of civilization here and realized his ambition
of making Dubai the center of the region – something
he envisions to do himself.
In 1996, Sultan received the “Best Web Site Legal
Product” by the American Information Association.
Following which he was awarded the ”Man of the
Year” award by the Professional Electronic Information
Services Community in France 1996. He holds a
degree in Engineering and has participated in several
conferences on Telecommunications and Electronic
Information Services, Mobile Telecom and the Internet
in the Middle East (Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco,Tunisia,
Emirates), Japan, the USA and Europe.
KEY ATTRIBUTES THAT MAKE HIM A LEADER
 Sultan serves as the Chief Executive Officer
of Maltacom PLC and Emirates Integrated
Telecommunications Company PJSC before which
he served as the Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Mobinil at Telecommunications SAE.
 He served as the President and Chief Executive
Officer of Egyptian Co. for Mobile Services since
April 21, 1998.
 Sultan joined the France Telecom Group in 1983
and has held various senior management positions
and worked in management positions in sales,
marketing and customer services activities in
one of France Telecom subsidiaries specialized in
electronic information services from 1983 to 1994.
 In 1994 he was actively involved in the acquisition
of a US based operations and was appointed Vice
President for Worldwide marketing & sales for the
new company of France Telecom Group.
 Sultan received 'The Best Web Site-Legal Product'
by the American Information Association in 1996.
Following which, he was awarded the 'Man of
the Year' award by the Professional Electronic
Information Services Community in France 1996.
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hairman of Dubai World until December 12,
2010, in Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem became the
Chairman of DP World in 2007. The Sulayem
family has been one Dubai's most prominent business
and political families since at least the early 20th century.
Ahmed bin Sulayem's father was a key advisor to Dubai's
ruling Maktoum family. Bin Sulayem's first job after
graduating from college in the late 1970s was as a customs
inspector at Dubai's then sleepy port. He told Fortune
Magazine in 2008 that his future career was set when a
man mistakenly came into his office one day and in the
course of chatting suggested that Dubai could serve as a
center for the tea trade if it created a tax-free zone at the
port. That chance meeting encouraged him to travel the
world studying tax-free trading zones. When he returned
home he approached Dubai's future ruler and family
friend H.R.H Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
with a proposal to build a free trade zone at the port. "If
you really believe in it, you go run it." Bin Sulayem said
H.R.H Sheikh Mohammed told him. "I was 30."
That conversation led to Bin Sulayem serving as the
first chairman of the Dubai government's tax-free Jebel
Ali Free Zone when it was founded in 1985. Since the
1980s, Bin Sulayem has been one of the most prominent
businessmen in Dubai, with a string of governmentlinked ventures. In addition to chairing Dubai World he
helped found Nakheel, one of the UAE's largest property
developers and Istithmar, a major investment holding
company in Dubai. Both companies are Dubai World
subsidiaries.
KEY ATTRIBUTES THAT MAKE HIM A LEADER
 He also served on the board of the Investment
Corporation of Dubai, the Emirate's Sovereign Wealth
Fund, until November, 2009.
 He received a B.S. in economics from Temple
University in Philadelphia, the United States.
 He was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from
Middlesex University in Dubai.
 Under the leadership of Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem,
DP World has become the fourth largest port operator
in the world, while the Jebel Ali Free Zone (Jafza) is
now an unrivalled business park with a global arm,
Jafza International.
 He is also responsible for Nakheel , investment house
Istithmar , and Limitless , another real estate firm.
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